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in their cottages.   Have not the poor any feeling of self-respect
or patriotism?  Is the gospel of swadeshi only for the well-to-do?

Young India, 15-9-1921

47.   CONFUSION OF THOUGHT

TO

THE EDITOR
WUNG INDIA

DEAR SIR,

I have seen your arguments about the utility of picketing* The very
same arguments appealed to non-co-operating students of Bengal, when
they fell flat before the gates of Calcutta University College and the Senate
House, and thereby hoped to dissuade the law examinees from taking their
examinations. With folded hands they entreated their examinee brothers
not to drink the insidious poison.   And you are certainly aware of the
amount of success they obtained in their novel way of picketing. The exa-
mination halls wore a deserted appearance and a subsequent supplementary
examination had to be held.    But it was you who then disapproved of the
picketing, and everything had to be given up. The results so nobly achiev-
ed were lost, and Bengal repents today that her youths have a tarnished
fame on their brow to be proud of.   When the picketing party laid them-
selves flat before the gateways, they did so on the very argument that
"diseased persons have got to be helped against themselves.** As brothers,
who deemed themselves blessed in truly understanding your advice about
modern education and in possessing boldness enough to leave their colleges,
they thought it a duty incumbent upon them to dissuade their brothers from
appearing at the examination.   Lying flat on the ground is indisputably an
oriental way of moral persuasion.   It was nothing but humility preached
in its real aspect. If I am. truly inspired with the feeling that drinking is a
dire vice and everyone has to be saved from its clutches, shall I be deemed
using physical force if I lie down in front of the drinking den and ask the
intending drinker to trample over my body and get his drink? Here in this
case I appeal to his heart. And by moral persuasion. I understand appealing
to the heart. By laying themselves in front of the Senate House, the Bengal
pickets appealed to the heart of the examinees and certainly that was moral
persuasion.   I shall be glad to know why you disapproved of the method
of the Bengal pickets, as they used to appeal to the heart of the examinees
and did not use physical force in any way.

BENARES,                                                                                  Yours, etc.,

12th July, 1921                                                                       S. N. RAY